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SUPREME COURT OF LOUISIANA

No.  00-KO-2693

STATE OF LOUISIANA

Versus

GILDA M. MORRIS

ON WRIT OF CERTIORARI TO THE COURT OF APPEAL,
FOURTH CIRCUIT, PARISH OF PLAQUEMINES

JOHNSON, J., would grant the writ application for the following reasons:

Defendant was convicted of distribution of cocaine after selling a single piece

of crack cocaine to an undercover police officer.  She was sentenced to twenty-five

years at hard labor.

I believe that defendant’s sentence is so disproportionate to the severity of the

crime that it runs afoul of the Eighth Amendment to the United States Constitution and

Article I, Section 20 of the Louisiana Constitution.  

Accordingly, I would grant defendant’s writ application, vacate her sentence,

and remand this case to the trial court for reconsideration of the sentence.


